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government. Frankly, Congress doesn’t
need another committee. It only needs
the Speaker to unlock the Tea Party
chains put on regular committee order
and their function in this House. Let
the Appropriations Committee do its
job as mandated by our Constitution.
It can and will get the job done.

Though it is not my first preference,
we can begin by allowing a vote on a
clean continuing resolution, that is, al-
lowing the Senate bill which contains
the Republican budget mark of $986 bil-
lion to move forward. Though the
Democrats have expressed deep dismay
at that number as it is not what Demo-
crats had sought in discretionary ac-
counts, it speaks loudly to which party
is willing to compromise. And then if
the majority party does not like the
Affordable Care Act, use your real
power in the regular committee struc-
ture that you control to change it. But
closing down the entire government is
a sledgehammer when what you need is
merely a needle and thread.

Meanwhile, the Republican shutdown
is wreaking havoc on our economy.
More and more working Americans and
businesses are getting singed. How can
this be good? The Republican shutdown
costs the American people $12.5 million
each hour and $300 million a day. As of
today, the GOP shutdown has already
cost the American taxpayers over $2
billion. Is that responsible govern-
ment?

The Republican shutdown has caused
rising uncertainty about our economy.
It has already placed a downdraft on
our economic markets and job cre-
ation. Yesterday the Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average fell another 160 points.
This is part of a recent precipitous
slide which has seen the financial mar-
ket lose nearly 400 points this month
alone. Overall, the trend is strongly in
the wrong direction—down.

The International Monetary Fund, as
a result of the Republican shutdown,
cut its growth forecast for our econ-
omy by 0.3 percentage points to 2.9 per-
cent for this year and 3.6 percent for
next year. This surely will cost the
American economy more jobs going
forward.

The sapping of U.S. growth will be
felt globally, as U.S. economic slug-
gishness impacts other nations. Global
markets continue to fall as well, won-
dering what will happen to the value of
our Treasury bonds. Chaos and uncer-
tainty trigger poor markets. We sure
don’t need any more of that medicine.

There are over 800,000 Federal work-
ers who have been furloughed as a di-
rect result of the shutdown. They are
worrying about whether they can pay
their bills, pay their mortgage. NASA,
for example, had to furlough 97 percent
of its more than 18,000-person work-
force due to the closing of the govern-
ment.

At NASA’s Johnson Space Center in
Houston, only 100 of 3,150 civil servants
have not been furloughed. An addi-
tional 10,000 contractors with the John-
son Space Center will face being fur-
loughed.
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According to a local FOX affiliate,
the NASA Glenn Research Center in
Brook Park, Ohio, near Cleveland,
which I represent, has essentially fur-
loughed nearly all its 3,000 employees
at NASA’s key propulsion center. This
absolutely punches down the local
economy as well as the national.

The Republican shutdown has also
caused many more contractors who do
detailed work for our government to
lose their jobs. Defense contractors
like Boeing and Lockheed Martin have
had to furlough thousands of employ-
ees because the shutdown has halted
awards and payments to those compa-
nies.

The Republican shutdown hurts gov-
ernment agencies and weakens our na-
tional security. There are currently no
death benefits given to families of sol-
diers killed in action; medical treat-
ment for those in the military has been
scaled back; and furloughs are creating
backlogs for VA disability claims.

Mr. Speaker, just bring the clean
continuing resolution that has the Re-
publican budget number in it to a vote.
Reopen our government. Use the reg-
ular committees to work out any dif-
ficulties you have with the Affordable
Care Act. And, please, put America’s
economy back on an even keel.

———

LIVING WITHIN OUR MEANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Mexico (Mr. PEARCE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, words are
very powerful and words are important.
I hear the words from our President
and realize that he understands the im-
portance of words, also. In the past, he
has talked about debt, borrowing, and
spending, but now he talks about obli-
gations, because he understands that
““‘debt,” to the American public, is a
four-letter word. He doesn’t want to be
tagged with the fact that he is asking
for more debt, so now it is ‘‘obliga-
tions.” That is a word that has cleaned
up the concept that we are simply bor-
rowing against our future.

But even the word ‘‘borrowing’’ needs
to be looked at, because that assumes
that we have the credit to borrow with;
and the truth is no nation can lend us
the kind of deficits that we are running
right now, so we are actually printing
the money.

But even the word ‘‘printing’’ has
been changed in Washington. Now it is
“quantitative easing.” It just sounds
so much better. ‘“‘Printing”” sounds so
crass to the American public who
might be worried about what is hap-
pening to their savings accounts while
Washington is printing money.

The word ‘‘negotiation” is a word
that the President is familiar with. He
did it 2 years ago when we reached this
exact same point. Both sides came to
the table and negotiated, and we wound
up with a budget that was not as ex-
tremely overdrawn as we had faced be-
fore. That is the power of negotiation.

October 9, 2013

But now the word ‘‘negotiation’ is
taken out of the President’s vocabu-
lary, and he declares that he is being
held hostage. Oh, really? This thing he
calls being held hostage is actually the
American way. It is what our Founding
Fathers wanted. They came here and
set up a system with a President and
two Houses of Congress and two dif-
ferent parties; and those parties would
sometimes have all the power, and
sometimes they would share the power.

This President says he is being held
hostage by the system. That means he
doesn’t believe in the balance of powers
that the electorate cast in the last
election. He declares over and over
that the election is done—I was elect-
ed. The same people that elected him
chose to put Republicans in power in
the House of Representatives. I think
they did that because they were afraid
of this debt, deficit, borrowing, and
spending.

We are told that we should have a
clean CR. There is nothing clean about
sacrificing the future of our children
and grandchildren. That is what the
President wants: a CR where he can
spend what he wants to spend without
negotiations on anything. We actually,
in the House, submitted four different
plans before this shutdown occurred.
Those plans were just summarily re-
jected by the Senate, waved off, not
really even considered; and yet we find
our friends declaring this to be the Re-
publican shutdown, not that both
Houses failed to come to an agreement
and the White House failed to sit down
and negotiate. They just weren’t going
to be held hostage. So now, then, we
need a clean CR, according to some,
and we need to stop this Republican
shutdown.

Words are very powerful. No longer
do we talk about spending in Wash-
ington. We talk about investing. We
are investing the American public’s
money. We are investing it in things
like studies of the sexual habits of the
fruit fly in Tijuana or wherever.
“Debt’’ is, indeed, a four-letter word.

We are finally led to believe that de-
fault will occur immediately, that we
somehow won’t pay our obligations,
that the American people need to un-
derstand that they are still paying
their taxes every day and those taxes
come to Washington. That is about $2.5
trillion a year. If we do not extend the
debt ceiling any higher, then what
Washington is going to have to do is it
is going to have to prioritize. It is
going to decide which of its expenses to
pay.

The Constitution demands that we
pay our obligations. It says we can’t
default on those. Washington would
have to do the same thing every Amer-
ican family does: it will have to
prioritize its expenses if we do not ex-
tend the debt ceiling so chaos will not
reign. We simply have to live within
our means. That is what every Amer-
ican family has to do.
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INVESTING IN AMERICA’S PEOPLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, let
me, first of all, say good morning to
my colleagues and start with a thank-
you to President Obama for his invita-
tion to the White House to all Members
of Congress in quite a contrast to the
representation of the President’s lack
of involvement.

In fact, over the last 4 or 5 years, this
Congress has failed to pass a budget
with a Republican majority in the
House. That has constantly raised the
question of how can we start growth in
America.

So I thank the President, first of all,
for his negotiating at the beginning of
January 2013, in the tax negotiations,
along with the acceptance of the very
structured and restrictive and non-
growth number of 986 for the budgeting
of this particular Nation.

We are a growing Nation, we are a
thriving Nation, we are the most pow-
erful Nation in the world, and the way
to go forward is to invest in America’s
people. So I thank the President. I
thank the President for recognizing, as
devastating as the sequester was, that
he was willing to cede to a supercom-
mittee that did not fulfill its respon-
sibilities.

So we are here. And this is not about
individual Members of Congress. It is
about the American people. It is about
the 29-year employee in the Dallas-
Fort Worth area that spoke eloquently
to the fact that, combined with mili-
tary service, she desired to be at work.
She enjoyed working with her young
child and being at his school, but she
wanted to help Americans. But she is
not able to go to work.

It speaks to this question of the
willy-nilly structure that the Repub-
licans have constructed. I use the term
“martial law.” For those who want to
understand it better, we were speaking
of martial rule. So it is martial law on
this floor. But a martial rule we are
using means that whatever is thrown
down on the floor, what Legos are
thrown down on the floor to be picked
up, that is how we are running this
government.

So the word ‘‘clean bill” is not a
naughty word. It means that we want
to fulfill the ability to fund the entire
government, not to leave out the SNAP
and WIC programs or school food pro-
grams that are suffering, not to leave
out rural development or the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission,
the Centers for Disease Control that
announced today there is a salmonella
epidemic and because we don’t have
those staff persons, America suffers.
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I understand Senator MCCAIN’s frus-
tration on the floor of the United
States Senate because I went to the
floor yesterday in the early morning
hours to express my pain for the fami-
lies who have lost their loved ones in
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Afghanistan. These are young men and
young women; and because of our gov-
ernment shutdown, their memorial
services benefits could not be had.

I planned the introduction of a bill,
ceded to the bill that is now going to
be on the floor, that now we are going
to pick to be able to help them. I indi-
cated yesterday in a letter to the Sec-
retary that he should immediately pro-
vide them with their funds, that it was
eligible under a particular law. We all
come together around that issue, and
we are pained because of the loss of
those loved ones of those family mem-
bers.

So, Mr. Speaker, this is not about us.
I continue to say that we are not doing
it the right way.

A Vietnam veteran in Houston, Mr.
Richard Simon, who came to a vet-
erans center, was turned away yester-
day. Homeless veterans in Houston,
who need the veterans service centers,
were turned away as of Wednesday be-
cause all of these veterans centers are
being closed down. A farmer in Iowa,
John Gilbert, has 770 acres. He is work-
ing every day, but he can’t get his agri-
cultural resources because the Depart-
ment of Agriculture has shut down. A
family resource center that is dealing
with domestic violence is no more be-
cause it cannot get its Federal dollars.
Then, of course, the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice has seen 4,000 U.S. Attorneys shut
down. There have been 3,000 Lockheed
employees laid off and 3,000 NASA em-
ployees laid off.

So I believe that it is important that
we recognize that we are not here for
ourselves, rather, that we are here for
the families whose loved ones lay down
their lives in Afghanistan. Whether we
call it a clean bill—however we call
it—it needs to be put on the floor of
the House because we cannot run the
government by playing Legos. We can’t
throw sticks on the ground. We can’t
be out on the corner playing those
games, throwing things on the ground,
and saying, Whatever happens, it will
happen.

We have got to help Richard Simon.
We have got to help the veterans who
are going to these closed centers. We
have got to make sure that we under-
stand that a President should be judged
for his leadership in this country and
not on where he came from or what he
looks like. We have to be able to work
with all people in America—and all of
the people are being harmed.

Mr. Speaker, I ask this one question
as I go to my seat: Are we going to
leave homeless veterans on the street,
Mr. Speaker? I hope that we will an-
swer that question and also pay the
veterans or their families for the me-
morial services.

———

THE PRESIDENT’S REFUSAL TO
NEGOTIATE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Utah (Mr. STEWART) for 5 minutes.
Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, politics

is full of irony, and I believe that that
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is a vast understatement compared to
what is exhibited on this floor almost
every day. Sometimes that irony
bleeds over into the absurd, and that’s
what we are facing today when it
comes to our President, who absolutely
refuses to even sit down and negotiate
over the debt ceiling limit or over the
implementation of ObamaCare or over
the continuing resolution or, frankly,
over anything else.

Think about that.

The President of the United States is
unwilling to even sit down to have any
negotiations—to have even a conversa-
tion—with the Speaker of the House.

The President likes to say, I won the
election, and he likes to remind us that
elections have consequences; but I
would remind the President that I won
my election as well and so did 233 other
House Republicans. I represent more
than 700,000 people. Those 233 House
Republicans represent more than 150
million people. They expect certain
things of us. They expect us to rep-
resent them. They expect us to fight
for those values that we promised that
we would. I can’t abandon those values.
I owe it to my constituents. I owe it to
my family. I owe it to my Nation. I
owe it to myself to continue to fight
for those values that, I think, help to
make this Nation the great Nation
that it is.

The President is the President of the
United States. He is not just the Presi-
dent of the Democratic Party. He is
not just the President of those States
in which he won. He is the President of
the United States, and he owes it to
the Americans to be willing to sit down
and to try to negotiate when we come
into a conflict such as we have now.

Yes, we’ve got great challenges be-
fore us, but we can work through these.
We always have before. We can find a
way to work together. Republicans and
Democrats have been working through
their differences for generations, but
we can only do that if we are willing to
sit down and talk with each other. We
can only do that if we are willing to be
respectful of the deeply held positions
that each of us holds. We can only do
that if we are willing to work together
for the betterment of this Nation,
which brings me to the debt limit.

It is like a dark, looming cloud that
hangs over us now. We can’t ignore it.
We can’t pretend that it doesn’t mat-
ter. We can’t pretend that it’s not im-
portant. So, like others, I would like to
quote from one who is considered to be
a great political leader of this century:

Increasing America’s debt weakens us do-
mestically and internationally. ‘‘Leader-
ship” means that the buck stops here. In-
stead, Washington is shifting the burden of
bad choices today onto the backs of our chil-
dren and our grandchildren. America has a
debt problem and a failure of leadership.
Americans deserve better.

Mr. Speaker, of course I'm not
quoting TED CRUZ or MITCH MCCONNELL
or the Speaker of the House. I am
quoting a young freshman Senator who
is now the President of the United
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